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            Abstract. The analyzed goat population can be included in the category of goats with a poor constitution, 
typical to dairy goats. The appearance is specific to that of an unimproved population: The girth is average, the 
midriff is moderately developed, the body is long, the breast is tight, the back is steep and the croup is narrow. A 
program of improving the goat populations in Romania is necessary. The improvement will be achieved by means of 
selection and interbreeding, with the purpose of increasing the productive parameters of goats. The stimulation of 
goat breeding in our country implies the introduction of new technologies in the reproduction process, the 
improvement of nutritional, maintenance and care conditions, the fitting out of farms with specific equipments for 




           For the Romanian farmers, goat breeding can be an opportunity in their competition with 
the farmers from the European Union. This opportunity exists because the goat milk isn’t 
subjected to quotas and because in Romania there are extensive areas suitable for breeding goats. 
The importance of breeding and exploiting goats worldwide and in our country justifies by the 
exceptional quality of goat milk, particularly recommended to children, elderly and ill people. 
The goat meat is also appreciated for its nutritional qualities. The body conformation is very 
important in practice, because it expresses the productive potential of goats. The goat body must 
be long, with the height at withers between 60 and 80 cm and the upper body line slightly 
increasing from the withers to the croup. In order to obtain a better goat milk and meat 
production, directed selection can be used, along with the creation of lines and crossbreeds with 
a superior productive potential.  
          Since cow milk production is conditioned by an increasing number of factors imposed by 
the European Union, goat breeding can be a suitable alternative in the providing of a 
considerable quantity of milk and dairy products for the population. The goat is an animal that 
can be very profitable when properly taken care of. Goat milk is ready for consumption even 
unboiled, in its fresh state, and it is considered to have therapeutic qualities; goat cheese is seen 
as delicacy, being increasingly sought after and appreciated by the consumers. Moreover, goat 
meat is very tasteful and easier to digest than sheep meat or beef. Aside from the two basic 
products that can be obtained from the goat (milk and meat), there’s also the high quality 






MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 
The goat is a rural animal, resistant to bad weather conditions and able to move rapidly on 
rough ground. The mouth and teeth conformation, as well as the lip mobility make it possible for 
goats to eat small plants, which are close to the ground as well as woody plants that cannot be 
eaten by other ruminants. Because of the growing demand of goat milk products with a superior 
nutritional and taste quality, goat breeding has known an remarkable evolution in our country. 
Over one million goats are now being raised in Romania but, unfortunately, there isn’t any 
farm in which goats can be breaded intensively and in a permanent stabling of goats only. 
Most of the breeders also raise sheep and they put 80-100 goats in their sheep heard. This 
has positive aspects (the milk increases in quality and quantity, better use of the vegetation on 
the grass land) as well as negative aspects (there are differences in the temper of the two 
species, so the goat with a lively temper is very likely to create agitation in the heard, which 
isn't typical to the sheep, which has a milder temper). 
If, from the point of view of the head of cattle, we are among the European countries, the 
lack of concern in the breeding and scientific exploitation of goats, the lack of a national 
program as well as the lack of breeding technologies place us on the last positions among the 
worldwide goat breeders. 
The observations and measurements that I will bring forward in this paper were made in a 
private farm in the village Jucu, Cluj. The breeding technology used in this farm is the same as 
the one used in most of the Romanian farms. The goats are kept together with sheep, in a heard 
consisting of 200 sheep and 150 goats: 100 adult goats and 50 young goats, born this year. 
The goat population studied is a biological material belonging to the Carpathian breed, 
which is very hybrid from the point of view of their coat; the dominating colour is grey with 
various shades: red, white, punctated. 
I have made conformation and constitution measurements of 80 goats with ages ranging 
from 3 up to 8 years; the following values were monitored: body mass, height at withers, height 
at croup, body length, midriff girth, width at breast, shinbone girth, depth at midriff, width at 
croup. The measurements were made with specialized instruments, and the data were 
processed by means of the well-known technique, so that the average and the variability 
indexes could be established. 
 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSIONS 
 
The body mass for the measured population stands between 34 and 64 de kilograms, with 
an average of 48,913 +0,693 kg, as represented in table 1.  
Table 1 




n X ± sX S s V% 
1 Body mass 80 48.913+0.693 38.385 6.196 12.667 
2 Height at withers 80 62.200+0.362 10.491 3.239 5.207 
3 Height at croup 80 62.238+0.377 11.348 3.369 5.413 
4 Body length 80 71.688+0.378 11.458 3.385 4.722 
5 Midriff girth 80 86.475+0.556 24.708 4.971 5.748 
6 Shinbone girth 80 9.175+0.073 0.425 0.652 7.103 
7 Depth at midriff 80 31.250+0.255 5.203 2.281 7.299 
8 Width at breast 80 19.725+0.112 1.012 1.006 5.100 
9 Width at croup 80 17.025+0.144 1.670 1.292 7.591 
 
The standard deviation, which is the variability measurement for this trait, is of 6.196 kg, 
which proves that there is great need of an improvement program by means of breed selection. 
The height at withers and the height at croup are considerably close in value, of 62.200 + 
0.362cm and of 62.238 +0.377 cm respectively, which prove a superior line slightly ascending 
towards the croup. 
The body is elongated, with length values between 60 and 80 cm and an average of 71.688+ 
0.378 cm. 
The breast is tight 19.725 +0.112 cm with a quite low width of the breast: 31.250 + 0.255 
cm, and the midriff girth is of 86.475 +0.556 cm. 
The croup is in most cases retreating and slightly steep, with an average width of 17.025+ 
0.144 cm. 




1. The analyzed goat population can be included in the category of goats with a poor 
constitution, typical to dairy goats. 
2. The appearance is specific to that of an unimproved population: The girth is average, the 
midriff is moderately developed, the body is long, the breast is tight, the back is steep and 
the croup is narrow. 
3. A program of improving the goat populations in Romania is necessary. The improvement 
will be achieved by means of selection and interbreeding, with the purpose of increasing 
the productive parameters of goats. 
4. The stimulation of goat breeding in our country implies the introduction of new 
technologies in the reproduction process, the improvement of nutritional, maintenance 
and care conditions, the fitting out of farms with specific equipments for raising and 
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